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From the Editor...

Does it seem that there aren't

as many good pieces of Griswold
or other makes of cast iron cook-
ware showing up at sales and
fleamarkets this year? It seems
that the number of collectors is
growing rapidly as the number of
pieces to go around 1s dwindling.
The result is: We have to look
harder, pay more, and do without
many of those great finds of one
or two years ago. Happy hunting!

above and below Favorite Piqua Ware BAK-N-EGG pan.
Date of manufacture is unknown but I would guess
it to be somewhere in the 1920-33 period. Some
really unique items of cast iron cookware were
made by the Favorite Stove & Range Co. in Piqua,
Chio, which were not made by any other companies:
A 9-cup deep popover, a broiler skillet, a 2-loaf
Corn Bread Pan, and others. Although an exciting
and unexpected discovery, this pan was also a
great disappointment as it had been bought about
15 minutes before 1 saw it--by a friend. A month
goes by and same friend finds another 1in another
state and trades it to me--happy ending. Thi
measures 7-3/8" by 13-1/4" overall and is 7/8" deep.
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CAST IRON COCKWARE NEWS is published six
times per year by Steve Stephens. All
rights reserved., No part of this work may
be reproduced without written permission
from the publisher. Subscriptions are $15
for each calendar year beginning Jan, Ist.
Regardless of when you subscribe you will
receive any back issues for the year.

Send subscriptions and all material to:
Steve Stephens, 28 Angela Ave., San
Anselmo, CA 24960 (415) 453-7790

LETTERS TO THE EDITCR

A few weeks ago at a flea market we
purchasced a #8 skillet. It has a vent
along the side like it was meant to be an
odorless skillet, “Yhe handle is vented.
Is it Griswold; an early version? I have
never seen anything like it.

Dick & Esther Miller, PA

Dick and Esther sent a rubbing of the
ckillet and a sketch of the handle.
Rubbings are hard to reproduce here due to
their being full size. I have had other
lnquiries about this VICIOR skillet. No,
it is not Criswold but it is an odorless
skillet designed.to be used with a cover.
The patent, however, does not refer toc the
odorless featvure, but to the handle:

TIAME SPEa Joesa A Resd Bewes. Mase Tiled Brvu 201674,
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T have two similar VICTOR skillets in my
collection; a size 7 without the patent
date and a size 9 with the date. FPlacement
of the markings is different than cn Dick
and Esther's skillet. I also have an old,
regular style skillet with the same patent
date,but the handle on it, although of the
same basic design, is solid but with
depressions where the cutouts would be.
Griswold made their VICTOR skillets quite
early (c,1890's) which were marked "VICTOR"
in quotes just like the early "ERIE" pans
were and with the same nice, fine, smooth
casting quality and detail. -ed,

...2egarding "burn the piece in a fire"
(CICN pg.5), I agree with you and would
like to emphasize the danger in this
methed. I have never seen a muffin pan
<hat has not warped when cleaned by this
method! This is a very poor method which
I would never attempt! I know a cellector
in the south who has a severzsly warped
skillet hanging in his wall just t¢ remind
him never to try that method again, You
made a statement which I definitely
disagree with: "Neither fine nor coarse
wire wheels will damage the surface of
iron..." A coarse brush will scratch the
mirror like finish cn the inside of some
skillets, The finish I am referring to
arc those which are characteristic of
early Griswold skillets such as ERIE,
slant logo, and many Victor skillets.
Also, when you say “coarse brush" I
presume you are not talking about industrial
quality coarse brushes. I know a flea
market dealer who cleans all of his iron
with what I presume to be an industrial
quality brush. The iron utensils look
like they were cleaned with a rasp. Used
with care and discretion, the above
methods may be OK. I am concerned about
the rovice who, loaded with enthusiasm,
charges in. I believe the results could
be very disappointing and, in fact,
disastrous. Dave Smith, NY

Thanks, Dave, for bringing up these
important points. Burning any piece in a
fire, I agree, should be used only as a
last resort. T know a collector who
ruined a Filley muffin pan by getting it
too het. If you watch your pilece and get
it evenly dull cherry red and no hotter
there should be no problem. But the
margin for error is toc small to take
chances so it's best to stick with lye or
self-cleaning oven methods. For wire
brushing my iron I use a hameowners grade
6" wire brush, both fine and coarse, and
have no problems with scratching with
either., A friend uses a heavy duty
industrial brush with good results but I
have seen some evidence of “scratching"
when he gets too aggressive with a piece.
T agree that the industrial quality
coarse brush can scratch a piece so,
whatever brush you use, watch its effect
on the iron and use it accordingly. -ed.
L L]
Cast iron cockware marked D.R. SPERRY &
CO. was made in Batavia, Illinois. Pieces
marked only SPERRY are probably from the
same company and of later manufacture. -ed.




Letters to the editor, cont'd@ from p.28

Carclyn Nelson from Illinois sent me the
following recipe along with pictures of
her lamb and rabbit mold breads. The
pictures would not reproduce well but,
believe me, the breads locok fabulous.

She writes: "I wrapped the breads in
cellophane and put them in colorful easter
baskets along with little packages of
jellies and gave them as gifts. My
girlfriend even went so far as to put a
ribbon, complete with bell, around the
lamb's neck; a cotton ball for the rabbit's
tail and used toothpicks to secure raisins
for the eyes. I make this same recipe at
¥mas dinner with my Santa mcld (it's my
dinner center piece) and this year I plan
to get a stocking cap and maybe a black
belt to dress him up. The possibilities
are endless.

RECIPE- Buttermilk Egg Bread for Griswold
lamb, rabbit and Santa molds:

516 C. flour 2 t. salt
2 pkyg. dry yeast 3 C. sugar
13 C. buttermilk 3 eggs

3 C. butter

Combine 23 C. flour and yeast; set aside.
Heat buttermilk, butter, sugar and salt
until warm. Add to dry mixture with the 3
eggs. Beat till moistened, about 3 minutes.
Stir in as much remaining flour as you can
to make a moderately stiff dough. Shape
into a ball, cover, and let rise until
doubled, about 1 hour. Punch down and
divide in half. Cover, let rest 10 minutes.
Spray melds with PAM, If you have only one
mold refrigerate half the dough until ready
te use; then bring up to room temperature
before using (about 15 min.)

Put dough in face side; push into nose (of
lamb), feet (of bunny), ears, etc. Cover
with back side. Cover vent holes with
foil if mold has them. Let rise 20 minutes.
Bake at 375F, 30 minutes. Take off one
side of mold and bake additional 5 to 10
minutes to brown. Flip over onto cther
side of mold 5 tc 10 min. to brown other
side of bread. Cool in (one side only) 20
minutes. Take out, cool completely if
going to freeze, and wrap tightly. Makes
2 loaves.

whhkw
 Correction: On pg. 16 of CICN I wrote that
Chuck Horn found a porcelain skillet ashtray
for 10 cents. What he actually bought for
that price was a mint red and cream
porcelain NoO skillet. Even better yet. -Ed

. "0 p.17 CICN near bottom left.
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...0n your Skillet Chart (CICN p.3) which
is the early handle and the late handle on
the sm.T™ skillet? Page 119 of Harned's
book shows a No% Griswold skillet with
three holes in the handle. I have a Nod
skillet, unmarked, with three holes in the
handle., On the bottom it has a large 4 at
the top and 669 at the bottom. Can you
tell me anything about this skillet?

Irv Wagenschnur, PA

Several pecple have asked me about the
differences in the late and early handles
on the small ™ skillets. The earliest
handle is virtually the same as the onhe on
the large T™ skillet preceeding it. The
hole in the handle has a teardrop shape
with the end of the hole toward the pan
coming to a fairly sharp point. On the
later handles the hole in the handle is
radiused at both ends with the smaller
radius at the pan end. You will also
notice that the end of the handle is
rounder on the newer handles than the old.
There are two slightly different "new"
handles. The later one has a groove down
the underside terminating in a depression
or "thumbprint" next to the bowl of the
skillet. Your second guestion regarding
the €69 skillet I could not have answered
a month ago but, since then, I have gotten
a similar No3 skillet with 668 pattern
mumber, I thought it might be made by
Griswold so bought it to compare to some
in my Griswold No3 skillet variations pile.
Sure encugh, it has the same large 3 on
the bottom that one of my Good Health
{made by Griswold) skillets has. Both
these skillets have differently shaped
pouring lips that are a bit more pointed
than the usual Griswold skillet. However,
I have another Good Health skillet with
the usual Griswold pouring lips. Both
these Good Health skillets have one hole
in the handle and pattern #653. I do not
know whe our 3-hole-handied "no name"
skillets were made for or during what
period although I would guess it to be
arcund the 1920's. The skillet pictured
on Harned p.119 is a shallow skillet, The
handle construction is different than your
3-hold skillet. -ed.

kkhkd
ERIE Nob skillet existence verified:
I just visited an Oregon collector wha has
an Erie No5 skillet with inset neat ring
and a rather fancy "ERIE" print. Pleass
see my note regarding the Erie NoS skillet

Add Kos
Erie skillet to skillet chart, CICN .3 —ed.




[etters cont'd from p.29

I have a wheat/corn stick pan with the name
PURITAN on it. Was it made by Griswold?
Bernard Stoltie, CT

Yes, it was made by Griswold if it is
marked No.1270 and is pattern #1513. A
pattern number, in any of the several
styles of print that was used by Griswold,
is a good 1indication that the plece was
made by Griswold. In this case your wheat
stick pan was made for Sears Roebuck from
about 1932 until 1935. An identical pan
bearing the name Merit was made for Sears
from about 1936 to 1938. It has the same
No. and pattern # as the Puritan pan.

From at least 1929 through 1931 another
Griswold made wheat stick pan was made for
Sears. This one was also No.1270 but had
pattern #1270 rather than 1513. This
earlier pan is marked S.R. AND CO. BEST
MADE WHEAT & CORN STICK PAN and is
identical to the Griswold No2700 wheat pan.
Best Made, Puritan and Merit were all
tradenames used by Sears, but many of the
pieces of iron cookware bearing those
names were made by, or in, the Favorite
foundry, and probably also by Wagner.
clue to a Griswold made piece is in the
Griswold style of print on the pan and it
will have a Griswold style pattern number.
The Puritan and Merit wheat pans differ
from the Best Made version in the handles

The

and a minor difference in the wheat pattern.

Best Made was Sears top quality ironware
followed by Puritan and Merit although all
three names were not used in all years.

% % k& %k

Early Griswold adver- e r—————
tising card, probably
from the time of
either the 1893
Chicago Columbian or
the 1901 Buffalo Pan
American World's Fair.
The Griswold plant is
shown at Tenth Street ,
between Chestnut and [5,
Walnut Streets before P
being abandoned in
1903 when Griswold M
took possession of R
the Shaw Piano Co. R g
manufactory at Tenth R~ s
and Raspberry Streets. | @) "
(Card lent by Merl M
Hostetter of Idaho) -

above Photo of a waffle iron which remain-
ed a mystery to me until recently when I
saw an old store display cabinet in a
Nebraska antiques shop with the following
information etched in the glass on the
front: PAGOMA (shield of quality) Paxton
Wholesale Hardware Co.
-ed.

and Gallagher Co.
Tenth St. Viaduct Omaha
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right Photos showing top and bottom of Wagner
No.1 Handled Gem Pan. This particular pan is
not marked and I do not know if it was made

in a marked version. The Wagner No.2 Handled
Gem Pan which is similar but with plain,
round, deep cups was made both marked and
unmarked. Both pans are hard to find. -ed.
Photo courtesy of Chuck and Charlotte Horn

below Reverse side of early Griswold advertising
card (front side shown on previous page). Note
the number of products listed which are
unknown to the Griswold collector: The
American Safe Head; Long and Round
Adjusters; Shovels; Stove Pipe Shelves;

Fire Sets; Boiler Handles; Pokers; Scrapers;
Tongs; Umbrella Stands; Copying Presses; Boot Jacks;
Nut Crackers; and Tack Hammers. It is likely that
some, if not most, of these pieces were marked
since all, or most all, of the known pieces on
the list are marked. The stamp at the top of
the card reads: EXHIBETS AT WORLD'S FAIR,
Mfr's Building, Sec. G. Block 4. Catalogue

No. 959. Precise dating of this card could

be done if one know which World's Fair or could
locate a copy of "Catalogue No. 959".

Kide, 4. 0
Carals 4
SPECIAT f1fs

THE ERIE HOLLOW WARE,
THE AMERICAN WAFFLE IRON,
THE FRENCH WAFFLE 1RON,
THE AMERICAN DAMPER
THE AMERICAN SAVE HEAD,
IFHE ERIFE (Flop) GRIDDLE,
BROILERS, LONG AND ROUND

31

shown about 60%
of full size

AD | USTERS,
SHOVELS,
STOVE PIPE SHELVES
]”‘1'|,‘I'”'“_'.R — Rings 95-inch double coil
GEM PANS, o Bism WL Dov Per Dox.
POKERS, 420 - 516x3Y5in.  2Y4lbs, o $2.10
SCRAPERS, 1 doz. in a box,
TONGES,
LIFTERS, ETC
AMERICAN SAD IRON, WAFFLE IRON BRUSH
TOBACCO CUTTERS,
CUSPADORES ON WHEELS,
UMBRELLA STANDS
SAD IRON STANDS,
COPYING PRESSES
POST BOXES,
FLUTERS,
BOOT 1ACKS,
NUT CRACKERS,
TACK HAMMERS, &c., &c.
! v Castings arc all Fine in Quality and Smooth i Spring wire brush. Green enamel handles.
! ok Mo Length In Cta WL Cta Per Do
G41 - 8in  ldoz. 1341bs. e $2.10

From THI

catalog cC.

. THOMSON DIGGS COMPANY
1940

narawar
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BJY-SELL-TRADE

Advertising is free to subscribers,

FPlease limit length of ad to 24 lines @ 42

spaces per line plus name, address & thone.
Ienger ads will pe run on a space available
bhasis. Deadline for next issue is Nov, 30

WANTED: Griswold Nos. 12 and 13 skillets
with 1talic T™ and smcke ring. Griswold
pup, cast iron. James P. Griswold, 207
§. Virginia, Carroliton, MO 64633

(8168) 542-3026
WANTED: Criswold No3 and No5 Oval Rcoasters
with lids., Roberta Wilson, Box 3613,

Eureka, <A 95502

FOR SALE:; Griswold Lecaf Pan, black iron,
pattern #877, $145.00; Chrome table
service casserole dish, pattern #8533, $45.
Wanted: Griswold Cowboy hat ashtrav, Also
fiqural pottle openers. Gene H. Corral,
209 Sierra Blvd., Roseville, CA 95678
{9186) 782-6351

WANTED: Griswold muffin pans No6é (pattern
944), Nol7 (6140), No27 (638) and No2B
{639}. Eileen C. Hart, 16921 Crawley Rd.,
Odessa, FL 33556 (813) 920-2987

WANTED: Criswold Loaf Pan Cover; 450 Hearts
Star; #2800 wheat stick; #28 single lecaf
bread pan, ummarked CK. FOR TRADE ONLY:
Criswold 4 picce “O" toy set; Bundt cake
pan (Frank Hay & Son); #15 Oval Skillet
w/cover; Deep Fat Fryer w/cover: dutch
oven display rack. C.McClendon, 11233 SW
114 La Cir, Miami, FL 33176 (305)253-8035

FCR SALE OR TRADE: Griswold rabbit cake
mold, 862/863 (Harned p.95) $225.; nice
set 262-273-283 "Crispy Corn", as set conly
(p.84) $200.; 262 "Crispy Corn” (p.B84) $70.
2 ea. "0" skillets w/smoke ring (p.115)
$55 ea.; #b skillet, lg. emblem, no smcke
ring (p.115}) $18. Wagner "O0" skillet
"Sidney 0", $20. WANTED: G.F.Filley
maffins #1,2,3,6,7,9,15 and waffle iron
with "GILES F. FILLEY" in waffle design.
C.D.Richards, 3012 E. S1st. Apt 45, Tulsa,
CK 74105 (918) 745-2007 UPS extra

*k Rk &

Several subscribers have written or called
me wondering why they have not gotten CICN
in such a long time. I know that many of
you look foreward to receiving your copy on
a tirmely basis and apelogize for running
so late, Be assured that you will receive
every six issues of your subscription.
Renewal form will be mailed with CICN No.6
—ed,

WANTED: G.I".I'illey maffin pans nos. 1,2,

Favorite Piqua Warc 2-lcaf "CCRN BREAD PAN"

ang %-cup deep popover with cutouts. Any
marked or unmarked one or two lcaf bread
pans of any style. Grisweld no.4,12,13,14
skiliet covers with writing on top; no.6
skillet cover, high type with writing on
top (1046); Cake Mold No.965; Griswold
muffin pans Nos, 4 (957), 13, 280, and
bread lecaf pans Wo.26 (960}, No.28 (961).
FOR TRADE: Loxige acorn stick pan ("penis

pan"}; Griswold Nol00 Hearts Star muffin
pan; No.13 skillet (slant ™/EFU}; No.2
skillet, smooth bottom; Wo.20 skillet:
No.13 Cval Skillez; No.15 Oval Skillet:
No.300 Heat Regulator; Santa cake mold;
Z2-plece open bhack rabhit (863/1005); No.7
Oval Roaster; No.% Cval Roaster w/trivet:
skillet display rack for skillets No._3-8;
Griswold Double Broiler; "ERIE" double
broiler; ERIE 23" toy skillet; Steak
Platter, oval (949%9): rcound breakfast skillcet
(665); No.9 trivet for oval rcaster (need
No.7 trivet); muffin pans nes.8,9,12,17,21,

23,26{vienna roll),28{wheat),100,140,272;

No.8 cval griddle (712); Favorite No.2
skillet; large, 9-cup deep popover; T1-cup
popover: size 14 Combination Criddle;
skillet breiler. I am thinning my
collection again and have pulled over 100
pieces including about 30 muffin pans.
Many pieces are not marked but all are
uncommen, nice cuality pieces, Will be
sending out a list eventually but they are
for sale now. Also want No3 trivet for
oval roaster. Have over 300 pieces of
uncommen, quality pieces, mostly restored,
for sale at very reasonable prices. 30%
discount off marked prices to someone who
would buy the whole bunch (about $8500).
Steve Stephens, 28 Angela Ave., San Anselmo,
CA 94960 (415) 453-7790

Digitally signed by
Gregory Stahl
DI on

o

\enail=webmaster@gris

woldandwagner.com,
=US

Dale: 2009.09.07

12:35:30 -04'00

BILL & P ' open 7 oavs & weex
THOMPSON 382-888%
*'PROPRIETORS " RESALE pOG387+-87

The only “Antique Co-op™ on Hwy 97
61122 S. Hwy 97 « Bend, Oregon 97702

Cotlettags of GeisweloCast Ternd.--

WANTED: Unusual or interesting wafer and

waffle irons. Griswold 2-piece open back
rabbit cake mold. Karen Nelson, 775 Quincy
Dr., Roselle, IL 60172 (312) 893-6186
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